
Make It Yourself 
   Make your own desirable objects from discarded things 
 
 
  

No Sew Pouch 
Use a quick and easy origami folding 
technique on fabric to create a handy 
pouch with a multitude of uses. 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

Skills    Ingredients    Tools 
 Basic cutting    Recycled fabric    Scissors or pinking shears 
 Folding     A badge or safety pin (optional)  Iron & ironing board 
 

      
 

Step 1 
Choose a sturdy, medium-weight or tightly woven fabric 
which will hold its shape when folded and ironed flat e.g. 
denim jeans, curtain material, cotton trousers.  This is a 
quick project so you can experiment with different fabrics 
and different sizes.  The no-sew folding technique means 
that if you go wrong you can quickly unfold and re-iron.  It 
also means that if you no longer need your pouch you 
can simply unfold it and use the fabric for another project. 
 
Step 2 
Cut your fabric into a rectangle with its length roughly 
twice its width.  In our example a 48cm by 27cm rectangle 
of fabric made a pouch just the right size to use as a pencil 
case or glasses case.  You can measure out your fabric 
using dressmaker’s chalk or even just a pencil and cut your 
fabric with pinking shears to help minimise frayed edges.   
 
 
Step 3 
Iron your fabric flat.  Still working on the ironing board, 
place your fabric underside down.  Decide which of the 
two narrow ends will be your ‘top’ and fold this back on 
itself 3 cm so that you create a flap, as pictured.  Iron the 
crease flat. 
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Step 4 
Turn the fabric over so that the underside is uppermost. 
Fold the edge of the long sides a third of the way in and 
iron the creases flat, as pictured.  Tuck one of the long 
sides under the top flap of the other side.  You will be left 
with a narrow piece of folded fabric a third of its original 
width.  You will also have a raw edge running down its 
length.     
 
 
Step 5 
Take the bottom of the pouch and fold it upwards, tuck 
its end underneath the top flaps.  Iron the crease. 
Your pouch is now ready for use.  Easy!  
 
 
 

 
Step 6 
If you feel you would like to secure the top to prevent 
the pouch unfolding, you can use a badge or even just 
a safety pin and pass this through the layers of fabric.  
We decorated our safety pin by bending open its 
circular end and threading on beads.  Alternatively even 
though this is a ‘no-sew’ pouch you could sew on a 
button to secure the top if you wanted to.  
 

  
 
Got your own ideas to make it yourself with discarded materials? Drop us an email to lets 
us know and we’ll share them with everyone else. 
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hello@ecoemporia.com | 0845 388 5187 | Eco Emporia Limited, PO Box 7374, Hook RG27 7FJ. United Kingdom 

If you enjoyed this Make It Yourself project discover more recycled craft ideas online at 
ecoemporia.com 
 
At Eco Emporia you’ll find desirable objects made from discarded things. Everything we sell is 
handmade by skilled craftspeople with a passion for reusing and recycling. To find out more 
about our eco friendly gifts and the stories behind them visit ecoemporia.com 
 


