
Make It Yourself 
   Make your own desirable objects from discarded things 
 
 
  

Greetings Notebook 
A quick and easy project which turns a 
favourite greetings card into a practical, 
scrap paper notebook. 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

Skills    Ingredients    Tools 
 Cutting     A favourite used greetings card  Scissors or guillotine 
 Threading    Pile of scrap paper      2 hole hole-punch 

         with at least one blank side     Ruler 
      Wool, string, ribbons, treasury tags 
         or similar thread to tie notebook together 

 
Step 1 
Gather together your ingredients.  The size of your greetings 
card doesn’t matter, although if you’d like to use the notebook 
as a handy jotter and carry it with you, a smaller sized card is 
better.  Your scrap paper can be from a variety of sources and 
vary in colour and thickness, e.g. junk mail, envelopes.  It 
doesn’t matter if one side has been written or printed on, as 
long as the other side is suitable for notes.  The size of the paper 
should be the same size or bigger than the card.   
 

Step 2 
Measure your greetings card.  You will then need to cut the 
height and width of your scrap paper 1cm shorter than your 
card.  Our card measured almost 13cm high and wide, so we cut 
our scrap paper into squares measuring 12cm.  The easiest and 
quickest way to do this is to use a guillotine, but it can also be 
done with scissors, marking the measurements with a ruler and 
pencil first.  Scrap paper with printing on one side can be folded 
in on itself to form one folded page with 2 blank sides for writing 
on.  

 
Step 3 
Stack your cut to size scrap paper.  To make a more interesting 
and mixed notebook randomly arrange difference coloured or 
textured paper.  Make sure that any folded pages are 
arranged with the folded side on the outer edge of the 
notebook – the opposite side will be bound.  We used 33 pages 
in our example as the thickness of these fitted comfortably into 
our card.  Keep checking and add as many sheets as suit. 
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Step 4 
Take your greetings card and punch it with the double-
hole punch as far in as possible along the folded edge.  
Make sure that your holes are equally spaced from the 
top and bottom edge of your card.  Repeat with the 
scrap paper until all pages are punched. 
 
 
     
Step 5 
Take a 30cm piece of wool, string, ribbon, raffia, shoe-
lace, electrical wire or other similar thread which colour 
co-ordinates with the front of your card. Open your card 
and pass the two ends of thread through the holes in the 
back cover.  Thread on the pages and finally the front 
cover.  Tie the two ends of thread in a neat bow.  Make 
sure that your bow is not too tight as this will restrict you 
when opening the notebook.  Treasury tags also work 
well as an alternative to thread.  

 
Step 6 
Your notebook is now finished!  Renew from time to time 
by simply ripping out, shredding and recycling written-on 
pages, then threading on new pages of scrap paper 
(cut to size and hole-punched).  By re-using a greetings 
card from a friend or other loved-one it will always be a 
nice treat to re-read their original message when you 
get to the last page of your notebook. 
 

 
Got your own ideas to make it yourself with discarded materials?  Drop us an email to 
lets us know and we’ll share them with everyone else.  
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hello@ecoemporia.com | 0845 388 5187 | Eco Emporia Limited, PO Box 7374, Hook RG27 7FJ. United Kingdom 

If you enjoyed this Make It Yourself project discover more recycled craft ideas online at 
ecoemporia.com 
 
At Eco Emporia you’ll find desirable objects made from discarded things. Everything we sell is 
handmade by skilled craftspeople with a passion for reusing and recycling. To find out more 
about our eco friendly gifts and the stories behind them visit ecoemporia.com 
 


